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City of Demorest 
City Council Meeting 
Regular Session Minutes 
Demorest Municipal Building  

Tuesday, August 4, 2020, 6:00 P.M. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The August 4, 2020 Demorest City Council Meeting was held in the Demorest Municipal Building located 

at 125 Ivy Street.   

 

AGENDA ITEM I and II:  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

Mayor Austin led with the invocation and pledge to the flag. 

 

AGENDA ITEM III:  CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.     

 

AGENDA ITEM IV:  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Mayor Austin asked if there were amendments or changes to be made to the agenda.  When there were 

none, a motion was made to approve the agenda as printed by Councilman Moore and seconded by 

Councilman Davis.   

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the agenda as printed was approved (3-0). 

 

AGENDA ITEM V:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Ms. Simonds realized the minutes presented to Council for approval were not correct.  Mayor Austin 

called for a motion to table the approval of the minutes until the next meeting.  Such a motion was 

made by Councilman Moore and was seconded by Councilman Davis. 

 

ACTION: The motion to table the approval of the July 7, 2020 minutes until the next meeting was 

unanimously approved (3-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM VI: APPEARANCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Austin read questions from the Concerned Citizens of Demorest (CCD) concerning several issues.  

Joan Tench, a Demorest resident, addressed Mayor and Council regarding the payment of legal fees to 

the Dentons law firm authorized by Ms. Simonds.    

 

PRESENT 
Sean Moore, Councilman 
Nathan Davis, Councilman 
John Hendrix, Councilman (via phone) 
Rick Austin, PhD, Mayor   
Kim Simonds, City Clerk  
Joey Homans, City Attorney  

ABSENT 
 
1 Council Seat Vacant (formerly Bruce Harkness) 
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AGENDA ITEM VII(1):  DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS (if needed) 

Fire Chief Ken Ranalli told the group about the Fire Department’s recent training. 
 
Ms. Simonds spoke for Public Work Director, Bryan Popham, to report that the Garrison Road well 
motor is down.  Mr. Popham is working to get it repaired and the cost could run between $30,000 - 
$40,000.   
 
AGENDA ITEM VII(2): ROAD ABANDONMENT 
Attorney Homans said that no one appeared at the July 28, 2020 Public Hearing for the road 
abandonment requested by Piedmont (see attachment).  He asked if there was anyone present to speak 
to the issue.  When there was no one, Mayor Austin called for a motion to abandon the roadways in 
question.  Such a motion was made by Councilman Moore and was seconded by Councilman Hendrix. 
 
ACTION:  The motion to abandon the roadways noted as Florida Street (unopened), Ash Street 
(unopened), and unopened alley as shown on the attached map was unanimously approved (3-0). 
 
Jennifer Austin asked if it was an option to sell the land in question to Piedmont College.  Attorney 
Homans said that is a legal option, but Council chose to address the petition to have the roadways 
abandoned. 
 
AGENDA ITEM VIII(1):  ON-STREET PARKING 
Ms. Simonds told the group there had been recurring complaints about on-street parking on Georgia 
Street near the intersection of Blue Ridge.  Tickets or citations cannot be issued because the City has no 
ordinance or code regarding on-street parking.  A discussion ensued regarding the positives/negatives of 
such an ordinance.  Attorney Homans said that a traffic engineer would need to be consulted to obtain 
specific criteria for which streets the ordinance might apply.  Mayor Austin suggested an informal 
hearing, a listening session, to allow citizens to voice their opinions regarding on-street parking.  It was 
agreed this would be held at the next Work Session on August 25, 2020.   
 
AGENDA ITEM VIII(2): HOLLY STREET/DAVIS PROPERTY QUESTION 
Councilman Davis explained that he is planning to build a small building on the back of his lot and there 
appears to be an unopened alley there.  Attorney Homans explained he would need to petition the City 
to abandon the alley, just as Piedmont College did.   
 
AGENDA ITEM VIII(3):  STAFFING ISSUES 
Since this item concerned a personnel issue, all agreed it should be handled in Executive Session. 
 
AGENDA ITEM IX:  CONSIDERATION OF MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
A motion was made by Councilman Moore and seconded by Councilman David to recess into Executive 
Session for the purpose of the discussion of personnel issues.    
 
ACTION:  The motion to adjourn into Executive Session was unanimously approved (3-0). 
 
This portion of Regular Session was adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 
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A motion was made by Councilman Moore and seconded by Councilman Davis to call the meeting into 
Regular Session once again. 
 
ACTION:  The motion to call the meeting into Regular Session once again was unanimously approved 
(3-0).   
 
The meeting entered into Regular Session once again at 7:46. 
 
Mayor Austin called for a vote on the motion made by Councilman Moore and seconded by Councilman 
Davis in Executive Session.  This motion was to update the City of Demorest Personnel Policy to comply 
with Federal statutes. 
 
ACTION:  The motion to update the City of Demorest Personnel Policy to comply with Federal statutes 
was unanimously approved (3-0). 
 
AGENDA ITEM X:  MOTION TO ADJOURN 
With no other business, a motion was made to adjourn by Councilman Moore and was seconded by 
Councilman Davis and was unanimously approved (3-0).  The meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m.   
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 

Rick Austin, Mayor of Demorest 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Kim Simonds, City Clerk 

 
    


